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Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

The above-identified Applicant submits herewith a copies of references, which may be 
material to the examination of this application and in respect of which there may be a duty to 
disclose in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. Form PTO-1449, attached hereto, lists the 
references of which Applicant is aware, and which may be material to the examination of this 
application. 

While the information cited in this Information Disclosure Statement may be 
"material" pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, the filing of these references should not be construed 
to be an admission that any patent, publication or other information referred to herein is, or is 
considered to be, either "prior art" for this invention or otherwise material to the patentability 
of this invention as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 
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Attorney Docket No. 01-40076-US 



Each reference contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in a 
communication from the Japanese Patent Office in a counterpart Japanese apphcation not 
more than three months prior to the fihng of the information disclosure statement pursuant to 
37C.F.R. §1.97(e)(l). 

The fee under 37 C.F.R. §1 .97(d)(2) is $180.00 and is enclosed herewith. The 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees and credit overpayment to 
Deposit Account No. 18-0586. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.10 



Respectfully submitted, 



EXPRESS MAIL Mailing Label Number EV 699478838 US 
Date of Deposit: March 22, 2006 

I hereby certify that this paper and/or fee is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service, "EXPRESS 
MAIL - POST OFFICE TO ADDRESSEE" service under 37 
C.F.R. LIO, on the date indicated above, and is addressed to the 
Commissioner for Patents, P. O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313- 
1450 



Cody M. McAtee 
(Namejof person mailing paper.) 
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hatyfe of person mailing paper.) 



MaryellefirTeehery 
Registratt/on No. 44,677 
REED SMITH LLP 
2500 One Liberty Place 
1650 Market Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-7301 
(215) 241-7988 



Attorney for Applicant 



^ The third reference is an English copy of an application that is related to the Japanese 
application cited in the Japanese office action. 
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